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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR

TIME and GLOBALIZATION
La Habana, Cuba, March 3-7 2008

Invitation and call for papers

We are pleased to announce that next GMA Seminar on Time – the VI of a series of international seminars held in Palermo, Sicily on the link between time and the socio-economic aspects of human behaviour -  will take place at the prestigious Palacio de Convenciones at La Habana, Cuba, from March 3 to 7, 2008. Its theme will be “ Time and Globalisation”.
The Seminar will be a special topic of the X International Meeting on Globalisation and Development (www.eleconomista.cubaweb.cu; www.globalizacion.cubaweb.cu; www.aealc.cu), organized by ANEC, the National Association of Cuban Economists, and by the University of La Habana. This is the biggest event of its kind, gathering delegates, professionals from of all nations and representatives of world organizations.

You are cordially invited to participate to the Time Seminar (and, if you wish, to the Congress), and to present a paper on such topics as:

1. Relationships between time, globalization, economic development and cultural change . The role of time and of the multidimensional aspects of time and temporalities in international scenarios.

2. Social time and its psycho-sociological aspects: time perception, time awareness, time orientation, time habits, time use, etc. are all aspects  pertaining to the concept of cultural time. Are these aspects related to the ongoing process of globalization? If yes, in what sense (financial, economic, social, etc.), where and how? If no, would you say that temporal styles are “invariants” of human behaviour, and that the “shrinking of the world” is not affected by attitudes toward time?  
3. Does it make sense to speak of European time, Latin American time, Asian time, Italian time, Cuban time and similar regional and national distinctions? Can empirical examples show the role of cultural time and time behaviour in the discourse on globalization?
4. Some students of time are trying to apply a temporal focus  to contemporary issues. They analyse not only “what” needs to be done and “how” economic, social and organizational aspects may be faced, but also “when” things should be done. It would be interesting to hear cases in which problem-solving models have been applied on the basis of cost-benefit calculations or on other criteria based on the passage of time.

5. The above issues are just examples of other topics that you can propose, for presentation to time experts as well as to an audience of (mostly Latin American) professionals, not yet familiar with time studies.
If you  intend to respond positively to the present call for  papers, please send  by January 25, 2008 to info@gmorello.net a one page summary of the topic, and kindly wait for the Program Committee’s acceptance before submitting the final text. This should be written in any of the official languages of the Congress, which are English, French, Spanish and Portuguese. Accepted papers  may be published, in CD form, in a special edition of the Congress. The above mentioned websites of the Congress contain information concerning logistics and costs of participation. 

 Among the available accommodation, we suggest hotel Palco, which is next to the Congress hall. It is a very fine hotel, costing only 49 CUC per day for double room and 62 for single room. Congress registration fee is 150 dollars per delegates and 85 for accompanying people (1 CUC is slightly more then 1 US dollar, considering the exchange tax). The price includes a farewell cocktail, sightseeing tour and shopping tour. Hotel and registration costs would be handled directly by the Congress organization in Cuba, as indicated in the on line information of the above mentioned web-sites. The organization of the Time Seminar  would be under the responsibility of GMA. A GMA representative would be in Cuba to coordinate the  Seminar and to help you in all possible ways, from arrival to departure. The cost of this service, (including, among other things, renting of a meeting room), is estimated in 120 Euros per delegate, to be paid, in addition to the Congress fee, to Banco di Sicilia, Agenzia 11, Palermo, on the name of Gabriele Morello, IBAN: IT14A0102004611000000041653 – B.I.C.: BSICITR1282
I hope that the proposal will be well received, and that we can run  successfully an innovative time seminar in Cuba. Best wishes for a happy 2008!
Gabriele Morello
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